
The Tenure Program continues 
to be of benefit to our returning 
members. It allows property 
owners with expired or expiring 
assessment covenants to remain 
HCIA members. The program is 
voluntary, but the response we have 
received has been very positive. 
The extension of HCIA covenants 
allows us to continue to work for 
each property owner’s best interest. 
It helps by enforcing standards for 
good land stewardship and allows 
us to include land owners in our 
other efforts.

The Lot Assembly Program 
allows HCIA to combine a group of 
lots in a particular unit so that we 
can make them one big parcel to 
sell to a developer. We will contact 
each member through mail with a 
letter to give more details because 
each particular Lot and Unit is 
different.

The covenants also allow 
HCIA to mediate problems that 
may occur when standards are 
slipping or rules being broken.

The yearly dues are 
reasonable. Yearly costs are $14 
for single lots, $24 for multi-family 
lots and $4 per 1,000 square feet 
for commercial lots.

Tenure renewals last for ten 
years. For help with renewing your 
covenants please call HCIA’s toll 
free number: 1-800-729-4242.

We also want to remind all 
property owners that they need 
to continue to be cautious when 
being contacted by companies 
stating they can sell your property 
for a fee. We have had several 
members call us after giving 
payments and then it’s too late. 
No money should ever be paid 
upfront.
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On March 6th the Horizon Regional 
Municipal Utility District (HRMUD) 
signed the papers to gain ownership of 
the Emerald Springs Golf Course. The 
course was previously owned by Friends 
of Emerald Springs (FOES).

The Board of Directors (Board) of 
the HRMUD approved the purchase of 
the course to avoid a costly investment 
in developing a new location to divert 
treated waste water. Because the owner 
of the course notified the board that 
their rights to the course were to be 
terminated, there was a need to find an 
alternative quickly.

Since the course was opened in the 
1960s, the HRMUD had a lease that 
would allow the HRMUD to spray treated 

Horizon Regional MUD 
purchases golf course

Walmart construction on pace

The intersection at Horizon Blvd. and Darrington Rd. will be much busier next year. The largest Walmart store in 
El Paso County is scheduled to open at this corner in 2014.

Jeff Gates, new manager for the Horizon golf course, is excited about the 
future for the course. The fairway behind him was mostly weeds when he first 
started working.

wastewater on the course. According 
to Toby Alvarado, HRMUD manager, 
“It was very important that we apply 
the treated water on the property. It’s a 
way to deposit a half million gallons of 
treated wastewater so that the waste is 
disposed in a manner that is acceptable 
under state law.”

Although the treated water is not 
drinkable, the disposal on the golf course 
poses no hazards for the golfers.

According to Alvarado, different 
locations for alternative sites were looked 
into. However, not only was the cost to 
move to another location prohibitive, the 
cost to channel the water into the Rio 
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Grande River was also very expensive. 
It became obvious that the most cost 
efficient solution was to purchase the 
property. “It would have cost double the 
price of the golf course to create a new 
field to spray the wastewater,” Alvarado 
said.

Board member Benny Davis also 
felt it was in the best interests of the 
HRMUD and the customers to buy the 
land. “We thought it was a great deal for 
us and for the community. We can keep 
the golf course in play for the benefit of 
the community as well as disposing the 
effluent,” Davis said.

Davis also commented that the steps 
to reopen the golf course can begin 
now that the sale has been finalized. A 
new course manager has already been 
working at the golf course for several 
months. He can now take certain actions 
to accelerate the re-opening of the 
course.

HRMUD
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Jeff Gates is the new manager of the 
course. Some may remember him as a 
newscaster for KTSM TV in the 1970s. 

After a short retirement from TV, Jeff 
eventually found himself as manager of 
the Las Cruces Country Club, Painted 
Dunes Desert Golf Club, and then 
Painted Dunes and Emerald Springs 
simultaneously. During that period, Gates 
took classes to enhance his knowledge 
of turf management.

He definitely views his job as a great 
opportunity. “It’s almost like building 
a new golf course,” said Gates. “The 
reason I took the job was because the 
course was in such bad shape, anything 
I did for the course would make it much 
better than before.”

The target opening of the golf course 
and restaurant is mid-June. Gates 
explained that the delay is due to the 90 
day period needed to manufacture golf 
carts. He also added, “I don’t want to 
open the course until it is in good shape.” 
But he added that the driving range is 
already open to the public.

Gates sees a definite competitive 

advantage in the relationship between 
the golf course and the MUD. The 
course will receive daily spraying of the 
waste water year round. That means the 
grounds will remain green during every 
season. Golfers will have an alternative 
to other local courses that are not kept 
green in winter months.

Alvarado, Davis and Gates all agreed 
that the growth in Horizon City will 
create a more local source of golfers. In 
previous years, the club was dependent 
on a large number of golfers from the city 
of El Paso.

The course was originally named the 
Horizon Golf & Tennis Center. The course 
became famous during a period of time 
that hall of fame golfer Lee Trevino played 
there. The course and the restaurant both 
were very successful until 2000. The 
prosperity of the course suffered from poor 
management and a lack of reinvestment 
throughout the decade.

The property changed hands ultimately 
being owned by FOES. FOES bought 
the property to prevent the course from 
becoming a residential development.

On December 3, 2012, El Paso 
County Commissioners Court approved 
the establishment of the first multi-
jurisdictional Transportation Zone 
(TRZ) in the state of Texas. The TRZ 
will allow the County, Horizon City and 
Socorro to finance major transportation 
improvements more efficiently and in 
a shorter period of time as opposed to 
traditional funding processes.

A transportation reinvestment zone 
is allowed to finance projects based on 
revenues generated by future property 
value increases within the boundaries 
of the zone. It is anticipated that the 
increases will be stimulated by the 
projects themselves.

The tax revenues that the county and 
two municipalities collect for their general 
funds will remain at the 2012 level. Any 
increases will be dedicated to the TRZ.

For example, a house located within 
Horizon City with a 2012 property value of 
$100,000 was assessed $408 county tax 
only. The effective tax rate was .408870 
per hundred dollars of value. If, with the 
same effective tax rate, the value of that 
property is raised in 2013 to $105,000 the 
county tax assessed would be $425. The 
portion dedicated to the county general 
revenue would remain $408 and the $17 
increment would be dedicated to the 
TRZ. The zone will have no impact on 

Horizon City, Socorro and County join forces to 
fund $60 million in transportation projects

Eastlake now ends just beyond the intersection with Kenazo.

how tax rates are set or on the process of 
appraising properties for tax purposes.

With respect to the funding of projects 
based on anticipated values, County 
Judge Veronica Escobar said, “The fact 
that we are doing the project now as 
opposed to 10 years down the road, or 
even five years down the road, actually 
saves us money – even with the debt 
probably included – because we all know 
how the cost of construction goes up.”

Horizon City Mayor Walt Miller said, 
“Our council and citizens so far have 
been very much behind this; they believe 
in investing in ourselves. I speak in favor 
of the TRZ.”

The highest projected funding would 
be for connecting Eastlake Blvd. to 
Montana Ave. with a 2 lane undivided 
road ($16,200,000) via Darrington/
Berryville which currently ends at 
Pellicano. Eastlake from I-10 would be 
increased to a 6 lane divided road and 
would be extended to Horizon Blvd. at 
a projected cost of $13,600,000. Old 
Hueco Tanks Rd. would be improved to a 
4 lane divided arterial from I-10 to Moon 
Road. The projected cost is $10,500,000. 
Other projects make up the balance of 
the projected $60,000,000 budget for the 
TRZ.

The Texas Transportation Institute 
released a study on the potential of the 

county TRZ on August 5, 2012. In its 
conclusions, the study recommended the 
TRZ set a half-mile buffer on either side 
of the designated roads throughout the 
boundaries. The study projected that $71.4 
million in revenues could be generated 
from the increased tax increments until 
the completion of the projects. 

Horizon City is getting a facelift with 
work that is transforming the north side 
of Horizon Boulevard into a winding and 
curving walk and bike trail that will be 
dotted with shade trees and other native 
plants and ground cover.

Horizon Mayor Walter Miller estimates 
the cost of the projects at $1.5 million 
and will span two years. The funding, 

The trees with other shrubbery have been in place for a few months now and are receiving regular maintenance.

which was approved two years ago, 
comes through two grants from the Texas 
Department of Transportation (TXDOT).

Michelle Padilla, city planner for 
Horizon, says these works are part 
of TXDOT’s Green Ribbon Project to 
beautify roadside areas throughout the 
state.

The first enhancement project – Phase 

1 – put in $300,000 of landscaping of 
1.06 miles along Horizon Blvd. Allowing 
for intersecting roads and other breaks, 
the landscaping will not be a continuous 
strip, but rather placed at different 
intervals.

The balance of the grants funding, 

about $1.4 million, will build a three-
mile walk and bike trail. The winding 
trail will be 11 feet wide and will run 
from Ashford to Rifton. There will be 
additional landscaping to complement 
and enhance the plantings and shade 
trees made in Phase 1. The trail will offer 
trash bins, lighting and bike racks.

The walk and bike trail construction 
contract will be let in June of 2013. Miller 
sees these projects as a move toward 
helping to establish a new identity for 
the Horizon – where it is not just “a 
conglomerate of residential areas” He 
adds, “We are doing it for the citizens 
of Horizon City.” Looking beyond the 
current efforts, Miller says there are 
several other enhancement projects to 
include the south side of Darrington.

Projects
From Page 2
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