
N e w s l e t t e r  o f  H o r i z o n  C o m m u n i t i e s  I m p r o v e m e n t  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  H o r i z o n  C i t y ,  Te x a s W i n t e r  2 0 0 3

Vol. 27, No. 1

Opportunities
The year of 2002 was our best ever

and we expect to do even better in
the years to come. Our only concern
now is that our nonresident members
may fail to take advantage of the ris-
ing demand for land. It is vital that
we be successful in the lot assembly
program and in our initiative to pro-
vide for changes in land covenants.

In this newslet-
ter our covenants
initiative is being
extended to com-
mercial units in
Hor izon Ci ty
Estates. We plan
to offer the pro-
gram to owners of
M o u n t a i n
Shadow Estates
multifamily prop-
erty in the spring, Horizon City Es-
tates multifamily lots in the sum-
mer, and selected Horizon City Es-
tates single family lots later this year.

This newsletter includes a report on
October’s Annual Membership Meet-
ing. I personally apologize to all those
members who received their ballots
later than intended. While the great
majority were received on time, we
have had reports that some ballots arrived
as much as six weeks after mailing.

It is always our intention to provide
our members with timely notice. Even
though we began work on the ballots
and mail-out early, we were faced
with a combination of production dif-
ficulties and postal delays. This, un-
fortunately, meant that some mem-
bers received the minimum notice
provided in our bylaws rather than the
maximum notice we planned. We will
start even earlier this year.

Vince Murphy
General Manager

Despite a slow down in house sales in
the fall, 2002 was another record year for
growth. Overall, building permit approv-
als in the incorporated area of Horizon
City were down, but construction activ-
ity in adjoining County areas more than
compensated for the decrease. Water con-
nections increased by 11.7% in 2002,
compared with 10.4% in 2001. Sales of
lots and homes have picked up again and
local developers expect another record
year in 2003. If these levels of growth are
sustained the compounding effects would
be quite dramatic. At 11.6% the Horizon
area population would double every 6.5
years. At that rate it would be possible
for all HCIA members to have opportu-
nity to dispose of or to develop their lots
by 2026.

These rates, however, can only be main-
tained if we develop a stable and grow-
ing economic base and ensure a sustain-
able long-term water supply. At present,
Horizon’s growth is a result of El Paso’s
growth, and El Paso is only growing at

The new Pete Duarte Head Start center on Darrington Road in Horizon Manor. The
center opened its doors to pre-schoolers in December, and pediatric services
commenced on January 6.

Growth curve continues climb
about 1.5% a year. We could conceivably
increase Horizon’s share of this growth
to about 30 to 35%, maybe more, before
reaching a plateau, at which time we
would need to attract people from else-
where in the US to maintain Horizon’s
growth curve.

For this reason, economic development
has become the new cornerstone of HCIA
policy. We are working to help local com-
mercial development catch up with
growth in the number of rooftops. The big
news in 2002 was that this is already hap-
pening (see back page).

And the good news isn’t confined to the
existing urban area. Transportation offi-
cials indicate that it is likely Pellicano
Drive will be extended from the West
Texas Airport to Ascension Drive, possi-
bly within a few years.

 The names of these streets may not be
familiar to our nonresident members, but
area residents know that this extension
would significantly benefit most of Hori-
zon City Estates.
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In this newsletter we are inviting all own-
ers of commercial lots in Horizon City
Estates to participate in our changes to
covenants initiative. Amongst other things
this will allow these owners to reduce the
assessments they pay to HCIA, if the nec-
essary majorities are achieved. If your
annual bill shows the project code 397
this invitation applies to you.

If you still have the “tear off” page from
our Fall 2001 newsletter, you need to fill
it out, have it notarized and return it to us
as soon as possible. If you no longer have
the form call us on our toll free number
(1-800-729-4242) and we can send you
a replacement, or you may download the
form from our website
(www.horizoncommunities.com). The
form, once executed, will become an im-
portant legal document. Please read the
instructions below carefully and satisfy
yourself that you understand what is be-
ing proposed. If you are unsure about any-
thing you may also wish to obtain inde-
pendent legal advice. If you or your Attor-
ney have any questions please do not
hesitate to contact us.

The proposal
All of the protective covenants affect-

ing our members’ land have a clause
which permits the covenants to be
amended from time to time by a majority
vote of lot owners in the same subdivi-
sion unit.

The proposal is to add to this clause to
provide for amendments to be made in
other ways, without the need to go back
to a majority vote. This power is to be lim-
ited to amendments with respect to per-
missible land uses. The power is given to
a local zoning authority if there is one, and
to HCIA. HCIA may only exercise its
power in specified circumstances. There
must be an application from one or more
members and an expert report is required.
Any change made by HCIA must be noti-
fied to everyone in the subdivision. All
members retain their right to overturn any
such amendment by a majority vote.

Before you start
Before filling out the form you will need

to know your lot numbers, and which unit
and block they are in. You will find these
on the retained portion of your annual
assessment notice. If you do not have this

INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMMERCIAL LOT OWNERS IN HORIZON CITY ESTATES
or you are unsure, call us on our 800 num-
ber and we will assist you over the phone.

1. The project code is in the first column
of your assessment notice. This invitation
applies to project code 397 only.

2. The second column in the assess-
ment notice gives you your unit number.
The third column gives you your block
number.

 If you own lots in more than one
unit or block you will need to fill
out a separate form for each. You
can call HCIA for additional cop-
ies of the form or download the
form from our web site. Good
quality photocopies of the form
are also acceptable.

3. Your lot numbers are listed in col-
umn four of your assessment notice. If you

own more than one lot they should all go
on the same form, so long as they are in
the same unit and block.

Now that you have these details you
are ready to fill in the blanks on the form.

Filling in the form
There are nine blanks you need to fill

in. Step by step instructions are set out
below.

1. Enter your lot number(s) in the first
blank space. Remember, if you own lots
in more than one unit, do a separate form
for each unit.

2. Enter the unit number for this lot, or
lots, in the second blank space.

3. Enter the block number in the third

See INFORMATION, Next Page

Enter Enter Enter Enter Enter
this this this this this

number number number number number
in blank in blank in blank in blank in blank
space 5 space 6 space 7 space 8 space 9

Project Unit Book First Second Date Last
Code Numbers Number Page Page Page

Number Number Number

397 4 271 0577 0580 October 16, 1969 0577

397 8 & 9 274 0369 0373 November 13, 1969 0369

397 11 276 0310 0314 November 26, 1969 0310

397 283 1350 1355 January 26, 1970 1350

397 24, 25, 28 & 29 284 1961 1964 February 13, 1970 1961

397 288 1251 1455 March 9, 1970 1251

397 291 1453 1457 April 7, 1970 1453

397 48, 49, 50 & 51 295 1785 1789 May 1, 1970 1785

397 309 1018 1022 July 15, 1970 1018

397 65 & 68 309 0728 0732 August 17, 1970 0728

397 75, 79 & 80 315 0796 0800 October 2, 1970 0796

397 85 320 0389 0393 November 13, 1970 0389

397 88, 91 & 94 324 0064 0068 December 10, 1970 0064

397 435 0090 0094 January 23, 1973 0090

The Project Number and
Unit Number below will

tell you which row
applies to you for

filling in blanks 5-9

16, 18, 21,
22 & 23

32, 33, 34,
35, 36 & 38
40, 42, 43,
44, 45 & 47

52, 54, 55, 59,
61, 63 & 64

101, 102,
103 & 104
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blank space.
4. Enter the name of your subdivision,

which is “Horizon City Estates,” in the
fourth blank.

For the remaining blanks you
will need to use the table on page
two. This information provides
the necessary references to the
original covenants recorded in
the County property register. Find
the row which applies to your
unit, and fill in the remaining
spaces with the numbers in the
last five columns of your row. The
first two columns are there to
help you find the row which ap-
plies to you. Don’t copy any infor-
mation in the colored boxes of the
table. You will already have en-
tered your lot and unit details in
the first four blanks on the form.

5. Enter the book number for your unit
(and type) in the fifth blank space. This
number is in column three of the table.

6. Enter the first page number in the
sixth blank space. This number is in col-
umn four of the table.

7. Enter the second page number in
the seventh blank space. This number is
in column five of the table.

8. Enter the date in column six of the
table in the eighth blank space.

9. Enter the page number in column
seven of the table in the ninth blank space.

Signing the document
Once you have completed the docu-

ment have it formally executed. If you are
a resident of the United States you will
sign the document in the presence of a
Notary Public. The Notary will need to
complete your name and the other details
in the blanks provided at the end of the
form. If you live outside the United States
you need to find a notary public or some
other official authorized to administer
oaths in the jurisdiction where you will be
signing. That person should cross out
anything on the form which does not ap-
ply, and enter the capacity in which he or
she acknowledges your signature.

All registered lot owners must
sign the form for it to be valid. If
an original partner has died, been
divorced or is no longer a partner
for whatever reason, you need to
contact us to first register the
change in ownership details.

Lodgment
Once executed, the form should be re-

turned to HCIA without delay. Make a copy
for your own records. HCIA will keep a
tally of forms as they are received. As the
necessary 50% is achieved in each unit,
the forms will be lodged with the County
and placed on the public record as an of-

Information
Continued from Previous Page

ficial amendment to the covenant. We ask
that you give this your immediate atten-
tion. Any delay could be to the detriment
of all your fellow lot owners.

Toll-free help: 1-800-729-4242

Dr Rodin Mendoza:
Great need for care

Dr Donna Smith now
leads Clint ISD.

Board member Elmer
Rumley has retired.

Time has run out for Hori-
zon View lot owners who
failed to get their change to
covenants forms in by the
deadline. Only a few units
achieved the necessary ma-
jorities. The greatest disap-
pointment was to those who
voted for change in the many
units which did not achieve
a majority. If greater success
is achieved in other areas we
may come back to Horizon
View, and make a renewed
effort. But that is likely to be
at least two years away. Our
members in other subdivi-
sions must first be extended
the same opportunity.

Without these changes we
believe it will be almost im-
possible for members to sell
their lots under current
Texas law, even if there are
buyers ready and waiting.

Horizon View lot
owners have
limited success

Guest speakers attend annual meeting, Rumley retires
In  2002 our  Annual

Membership Meet ing
returned to the Emerald
Springs Conference Center.
Our guest speakers were Dr
Rodin Mendoza, our new
Horizon area pediatrician,
and Dr Donna Smith who
was recently appointed as the
new Superintendent of the
Clint Independent School
District.

Dr Mendoza said he al-
ready has more patients than
he can manage. He described
his experiences while establishing his practice and addressed
some of the difficulties faced by medical practitioners in El
Paso. Dr Smith outlined her vision for the Clint school district
and pointed out that Horizon has growing importance in the

overall developmental pic-
ture of the East County.

Longtime HCIA Board
member Elmer Rumley an-
nounced his retirement at the
meeting. Mr Rumley was our
only out-of-town Board
member. After a successful
career with Chrysler, he be-
came a custom home builder.
He was, and remains, a Ho-
rizon lot owner and he very
adequately represented
members who live in other
regions and outside of Texas.

Mr Rumley said he passionately believes in the future of Hori-
zon and regrets that he will have to watch it grow from a further
distance away. Above all else, Elmer Rumley is true gentleman
and he will be greatly missed.
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Return Service Requested
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Now that our new computer sys-
tem is up and running, we plan to
stagger our annual billing this year.
A limited trial last year helped spread
our work load and reduced our ad-
ministrative costs. Our recent expe-
rience with continuing postal delays
is another good reason for starting
the process earlier. Your covenants
require us to send out a bill “as soon
as may be practicable at the begin-
ning of each year”. It is important to
emphasize, however, that the due
date for everyone remains May 1.
So even if you get your bill in early
February, you will still have until
June 10 to pay without incurring
interest charges. All these dates
are fixed by your covenants.

Assessments will
start to expire in 2008

In about five years the earliest
covenants requiring that assess-
ments be paid to HCIA will begin to
run out. By 2012 over 90% of our
existing members will have fulfilled
their assessment obligation. This is
all the more reason to intensify HCIA
efforts on the lot assembly program
over the next few years while re-
sources are still available.

Earlier billing,
same due date
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In HCIA’s 1999 community survey the
top 12 most requested services were, in
the following order: restaurants, a phar-
macy, a doctor, fast food providers, a large
department store, more gas stations, a
hardware store, a large grocery store, en-
tertainment establishments, a clothing
store, a strip shopping center and child
care facilities.

It will be a few years before the Ho-
rizon area has the population to support
a Walmart or a Home Depot, but many
of the other items on this community

Businesses move in
wish-list have seen significant progress.
Horizon now has two doctors, two good
child-care centers, the new Headstart
preschool facility, a successful grocery
store, and a clothing shop plus at least
two strip malls ready to break ground.

It also looks quite promising that two new
service stations and one or two fast food
outlets will soon locate in the Horizon area.
And our research shows that the only rea-
son Horizon does not have a pharmacy is
due to the shortage of qualified pharmacists
in the El Paso region.

In August, 2002 HCIA was advised that
its grant application to provide medical start
up assistance in the area was successful. The
Texas Office of Rural Community Affairs
(ORCA) has set aside $24,898 in matching
funds for Horizon under its Medically
Underserved Community–State Matching
Incentive Program.

This funding will match contributions
made by HCIA, local builders and area
developers. Most of the money will pur-
chase much-needed equipment for Dr
Rodin Mendoza. Once again, HCIA would
like to express its gratitude to manage-
ment of Carefree Homes for its generous
contribution to this initiative in 2002.

ORCA, HCIA help
fund doctor’s office

HCIA GM Vince Murphy (right) accepts
$24,898 in matching funds from Robert
“Sam” Tessen of ORCA.


